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STATEMENT ON THE ASSASSINATION OF IMAM MUHSIN HENDRICKS
“Indeed to Allah we belong, and indeed, to Allah we return.” (Quran 2:156)

We are reeling from the targeted assassination of Imam Muhsin Hendricks, the first openly
queer Imam in South Africa. Imam Muhsin was a pioneer in the rights of queer Muslims
having previously led The Inner Circle and more recently the Al-Ghurbaah Foundation. He
was recognised as a global leader who created a space to reconcile Islam, faith and sexual
diversity, and provided a refuge for young queer Muslims who had been rejected in their
homes. Muhsin courageously tracked a path of religious inclusivity and a vision of Islam as a
home for all.

His theology was a liberation theology: God is a God of radical love and justice for all human
beings. The safe space created by his work brought relief beyond the community of queer
Muslims, extending to refugees, people who were homeless, those marginalised without
community and belonging, for whom he provided a space of inclusion.

Despite this, we are also reeling from the ways in which some Muslims are condoning his
assassination on social media. The compounded horror of such violence and brutality has
brought into sharp focus the intense homophobia permeating the Muslim and other faith
communities. This is a time for each of us as individuals, as well as in our collectives,
whether in mosques, in community organisations, in our Palestinian solidarity formations, to
deeply reflect on the ways in which our work for justice must be all-inclusive, and the right to
dignity is unconditional.

In the last two years we have witnessed a genocide enabled by the language of
dehumanisation of Palestinian people. It is the same underlying logic of dehumanisation that
enables a targeted assassination of a queer human being who stood up for justice. We must
recognise that when we are silent in the face of homophobia, patriarchy and Zionism, we
enable not only violent systems, but systems that perpetuate violence and death. We are
both ethically and spiritually accountable.

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was sent as the “Rahmatal Aalamin”, a mercy to all worlds,
everywhere, in all times. Every human being deserves justice and dignity.

Imam Muhsin has completed his work on this earth; it is for us to begin ours. Let us have the
difficult conversations, let us grow seeds of love, justice and compassion. Let us truly
engage what it might be to follow the sunnah of the Mercy to the worlds.

We salute your courage, Shaheed Imam Muhsin. May your soul be embraced in love and
compassion by Allah. Dear contented soul, return to your Lord; may your Lord be pleased
with you, may you be pleased with your Lord (Quran 87:28-29). May the work of justice, love
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and inclusivity that you worked so hard towards be realised. May we grow our communities
in the work of justice, love and all-inclusive dignity.

Prof Sa’diya Shaikh & A/Prof Fatima Seedat
(Co-Directors, Centre for Contemporary Islam, University of Cape Town)
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