WHAT ARE THE ORIGINS OF THE MAWLID?

Among the innovations that people introduced in the
later centuries after the first three virtuous centuries

is the celebration of the birthday of Sayyiduna
Muhammad Rasulullah .

As for the era of the Sahabah &, the Tabi'in, and those

who came after them, no one in it celebrated the birth
of Rasulullah 4, neither his righteous Companions,
nor those who came after them from among the
scholars and followed select imams, neither from the
imams of jurisprudence such as Abu Hanifah, Malik, al-
Shafi'lt, and Ahmad, nor from the hadith scholars such
as al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. [May Allah shower
his infinite mercy upon them all]

This heretical celebration was introduced in the late
fourth century AH, and the first to innovate it were the
Ubaidi Shia (who are falsely and deceptively called the
Fatimids).

They invented it, along with what they innovated on
the Day of ‘Ashira—such as beating the chest,
slapping the cheeks, cutting the head, and other
heresies—to express grief over the Kkilling of Al-
Husayn ibn ‘Ali, &&—in one year. This is a historical
fact that only someone ignorant of history would deny.

Al-Magrizi, who died in 845 AH, documented this in
his book “Al-Khitat” (2/436). He mentioned that they



had introduced a number of heretical birthdays and
celebrations, including the birthday of Rastlullah <,
the birthday of ‘All, Fatima, Al-Hasan, and Al-Husayn,
4% and other birthdays. He even listed twenty-seven
celebrations for them, all of which became extinct with
the fall of the Ubaydi state in 567 AH at the hands of

Salah ad-Din al-Ayyubi .
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